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Charged 
in Athens 
Explosion 


Political Prisoners: Linda Evans and Laura Whitehorn 

Resistance Conspiracy Case Comes to a Close 

Conspiracy Conviction 


WASHINGTON D.C.—On Thursday, 
December 6 in a Federal Court, two 
women were sentenced for “conspir¬ 
acy to influence, change and protest 
policies and practices of the United 
States government concerning vari¬ 
ous international and domestic mat¬ 
ters through the use of violent and 
illegal means”, and for one count each 
of aiding and abetting the 1983 bomb¬ 
ing of the Capitol Building following 
the U.S. invasion of Grenada (no one 
was injured in the incident). 

Anti-imperialists Linda Evans and 


Laura Whitehorn stood before the 
court and delivered their statements 
to sentence surrounded by bullet¬ 
proof glass. More than a hundred 
supporters came to the trial from 
across the United States, Canada 
and Europe. 

Despite a clearly political defense, 
the judge denied that Linda and 
Laura were political prisoners, de¬ 
nied that the U.S. held political pris¬ 
oners and refused to recognize that 
political motivations set their actions 
(continued on page 2) 


ATHENS—One Greek anarchist has 
been arrested following an explosion 
which caused him to lose his left eye 
and hand. Kiriakos Mazokopos was 
taken into custody by security guards 
on November 8 when he checked into 
an Athens hospital with serious inju¬ 
ries. Police later charged him with 
possessing, transporting and using 
guns and explosives, and for a bomb¬ 
ing and assassination carried out by 
the group Revolutionary Solidarity. 

A raid on a store rented by Kiriakos 
found guns and explosives. Kiriakos, 
in the inquiry that followed, defended 
his tactics and the social struggles 
they grew out of: “My principles were 
formed within a social movement 
which since the fall of the dictatorship 
(and always in proportion with the 
priorities which authority sets) is 
standing against authority’s activi¬ 
ties. (see “Athens Explosion”, page 2) 
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Resistance Conspiracy Case Closed 

But We Will Continue the Conspiracy 


—continued from page 1— 

apart from those carrying out similar 
acts for personal gain. The judge 
called the women terrorists and a 
threat to society. He sentenced Laura 
Whitehorn to twenty years in addition 
to the five years she had already spent 
in preventive detention while awaiting 
trial. The judge then sentenced Linda 
Evans to two five year sentences to be 
served concurrently, in addition to the 
thirty-five years she is currently serv¬ 
ing on other, related convictions. 

Following the sentencing, co-de¬ 
fendants Tim Blunk and Susan Rosen¬ 
berg were paraded before the court¬ 
room to hear their acquittal on these 
same conspiracy charges. An earlier 
plea bargain made by the “Resistance 
Conspiracy Case 6” or the “DC 6” (the 
above-mentioned four plus co-defen¬ 
dants Marilyn Buck, already sen¬ 
tenced and transferred to Marianna 
Prison in Florida, and Alan Berkman, in 
hospital experiencing remission of 
Hodgkins’ disease), meant that Buck, 
Whitehorn and Evans would plead 
guilty to conspiracy in exchange for 
dismissal of charges against Blunk, 
Rosenberg (already serving life sen¬ 
tences) and Berkman, in the hopes 
that Berkman would then be granted 
the parole for which he is eligible. 
Parole would enable Berkman to get 
adequate medical treatment for the 
cancer, currently denied him by the 
prison administration. Despite the 
plea-bargain, Alan’s parole is still 
being denied. 

Although a political conspiracy con¬ 
viction is a significant win on the 
states’ side, the process of building 
support for the RCC 6 defendants has 


been very valuable. Educating 
around the case has afforded not only 
the opportunity to build awareness of 
political prisoners in North America, 
but also to talk about domestic re¬ 
pression, political self-defense, and 
of the range of possible strategies for 
struggle within the North American 
context. 

The significance of the experience 
is best summed up in these excerpts 
from a statement by the RCC 6 them¬ 
selves. 

W hen we came here two-and- 
a-half years ago we were the 
“Capitol Bombers”, the “ter¬ 
rorists”, the outcasts of the Left 
movement. We lived in shackles and 
chains, we knew almost no one in 
this city. Six people faced 40 to 45 
additional years in prison. Our com¬ 
mitment to anti-imperialism to¬ 
gether with the solidarity of count¬ 
less people enabled us to turn re¬ 
pression into resistance. We 
stopped the government from iso¬ 
lating and criminalizing us, our poli¬ 
tics, and our movement. We all 


Athens Explosion 

-—continued from page 1 — 

“That movement is at this time the 
only voice of resistance and protest in 
Greece against a ‘new liberalism’ and 
totalitarianism which threatens to 
predominate all over the world.” 

Anarchists in Greece, under the Ini¬ 
tiative of Anarchist Solidarity, are or¬ 
ganizing for his defense. They can be 
reached at I.A.S., P.O. Box 30658, 
Athens, 10033, Greece. 


began to relearn the lesson that if the 
government can do it to us, they can 
do it to all who resist. It is our firm 
belief that we waged a successful 
fight against the state’s attack. 

“Many people have asked us, 
“What happens now?” We believe 
that all of us must intensify our 
work—to build a movement that is 
politically prepared and capable of 
stopping US military agression in the 
Persian Gulf, in Central America, or 
the attacks on the African-American 
community in D.C. We have seen a 
change in the years that we have 
been in prison. More people are 
conscious that political prisoners 
exist in prisons across this country. 
But awareness alone is not enough. 
Our freedom can only be won when 
the political price the government 
must pay to hold 150 of us is too high, 
and that can only happen in concert 
with developing revolutionary alter¬ 
natives and a resistance movement. 
We hope that the struggle to free all 
political prisoners and p.o.w’s will 
become an integral part of your over¬ 
all political work, because it is an 
integral part of the fight for justice.... 

“All of you have helped us to feel 
alive, to be productive, to forge politi¬ 
cal association and propel our spirit 
of resistance. Don’t let the walls go 
back up between us. We’ve been 
able to reach one another through the 
US government security shield, 
through the walls of the prisons. Now, 
as we are sent off to the federal pris¬ 
ons, it will take even more struggle to 
maintain our connection. Don’t let 
the walls of Marion and Marianna 
(prisons) bury us. Because together 
we can and will win.” 

Alan Berkman, Timothy Blunk, Marilyn 
Buck, Linda Evans, Susan Rosenberg, 
Laura Whitehorn. (December 6, 1990) 
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International Tribunal Condemns Americans 
for Human Rights Violations at Home 

USA Holds Over 150 
Political Prisoners 

The International Tribunal on the Human Rights Violations of Political Pris¬ 
oners and Prisoners of War in the United States was convened from 
December 7- 10 in New York. The Tribunal attracted over 900 people from 
around the world to hear former political prisoners and prisoners of war, 
their families, supporters and “ experts” on human rights testify before an 
international panel of jurists. 


Testimonials were given by Assata 
Shakur (from Cuba, via videotape) of 
the Black Liberation Army, Dhoruba 
Bin-Wahad of the Black Panther Party, 
Bob Robideau of the American Indian 
Movement, Pat Gros-Levasseur, ac¬ 
cused of being a member of the United 
Freedom Front, Alberta Africa of the 
MOVE Organization, and others. 

The Tribunal was organized, spon¬ 
sored and endorsed by groups from the 
New Afrikan, Puerto Rican, Native, 
women’s, lesbian & gay, religious, anti¬ 
imperialist and anti-authoritarian com¬ 
munities. It was a step in building a 
movement for human rights, recogni¬ 
tion of status, and above all, amnesty 
for political prisoners (p.p.s)/p.o.w.’s 
held by the U.S. government. More sig¬ 
nificantly, the Tribunal was the final 
step, following the gathering of evi¬ 
dence of US policies of genocide, de¬ 
nial of self-determination, and viola¬ 
tions of the human rights, before pre¬ 
senting a case to the World Court at Ge¬ 
neva in an attempt to bring international 
recognition to the crimes carried out by 
the US government against dissident 
movements within its borders. 

While there are over 150 p.ps and 
p.o.w.s in the United States, the US 


government denies their existence. 
The US, along with Canada, is one 
of the few governments in the world 
to deny they imprison people on the 
grounds of their political beliefs and 
actions. By denying “Political Pris¬ 
oner” and “Prisoner of War” status 
to such prisoners, the US State uses 
an extremely effective method of 
counter-insurgency in the form of 
criminalization: essentially isolating 
these prisoners from a popular base 
of support by labeling them as “ter¬ 
rorists”. Criminalization of militant 
protest is used elsewhere by other 
governments, an example being 
Britain’s denial that captured Irish 
Republican Army combatants are 
political prisoners. 

The p.p.s and p.o.w.s held by the 
US represent a variety of move¬ 
ments and cultures, but many share 
the commonality of having gone be¬ 
yond the realm of “legal” protest in 
the course of their fight. Many were 
thus targetted or framed by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
through various counterinsurgency 
programs, the most notorious being 
COINTELPRO (Counter Intelligence 
Program, a low-intensity-conflict 


operation waged by the F.B.I. mostly 
against the Black and Native liberation 
movements). Others were captured in 
the process of liberating comrades 
from prison, robbing banks to finance 
their activities, defending themselves 
against police or bombing symbols of 
oppression. Still more were captured 
while in clandestinity. 

Once captured, p.p.s and p.o.w.s 
face brutal prison conditions and soli¬ 
tary confinement, restricted rights to 
legal defense and excessively lengthy 
sentences—all a direct result of the 
political objectives of their acts. 

Over three days, the Tribunal heard 
extensive evidence and testimony 
supporting the case against the US 
government, which will be brought 
before the World Court in March of 
1991. The case will be presented to the 
United Nations in the context of an 
amnesty campaign mounted by the 
Freedom Now! organization (who 
helped organize the Tribunal). 

The petitioners in the case include 
92 political prisoners and prisoners of 
war, and several hundred political, 
religious and community organiza¬ 
tions and high profile individuals. 
Charges are being brought against the 
Government of the United States of 
America, the President, the Attorney 
General, the FBI, the CIA, the Bureau 
of Prisons, the Federal Parole Board 
and the equivalent state bodies. 

The petitioners in the case were 
asking the jurists andTribuna! to affirm 
that there are in fact political prisoners 
and prisoners of war held in US jails, in¬ 
carcerated for their opposition to the 
policies of the U.S. government and/or 
their involvement in movements for 
national liberation; and to find the US 
guilty of violation of international law 
on the following counts: 

1) Denial of the right of Native Ameri- 
(continued on page 4) 





ECOMEDIA TORONTO BULLETIN #91, JANUARY 1 TO 14, 1991 


Tribunal Condemns USA 


—continued from page 3— 

can, African-American, Puerto Rican 
and Mexicano peoples to self-determi¬ 
nation; 2) Criminalization of Euro- 
Americans for behaviour protected 
under international law as embodied by 
the Nuremburg principles; 3) Genocide 
against Native American, African 
American, Mexicano and Puerto Rican 
peoples; 4) Deprivation of fundamental 
human rights with respect to trial, de¬ 
tention and incarceration of political 
prisoners; and 5) Cruel, inhuman and 
degrading punishment of political pris¬ 
oners. 

When the case is brought before the 
World Court, petitioners will ask the 
United Nations not only to find the U.S. 
guilty of these crimes under interna¬ 
tional law, but also to declare the con¬ 
victions of the petitioners null and void, 
to compel the US government to re¬ 
lease the prisoners, grant them full 
compensation for their wrongful im¬ 
prisonment and enable them to go to 
any country willing to accept them. 

Internationa! law recognizes the right 
of nations to take up arms in defense 
against an invasion or occupation 
force. The United States is a colonial 
nation, confining within it not only the 
indigenous nations but also the New 
Afrikan, Puerto Rican and Mexican 
nations. Therefore it is primarily those 
groups working for national liberation 
from the United States occupation 
force, and their Euro-Amerikan sup¬ 
porters, who are held as political pris¬ 
oners and prisoners of war today. 

The case against the United States 
government, as put forth to the Tribu¬ 
nal, reaffirms the “inherent right of co¬ 
lonial people to struggle by all neces¬ 
sary means at their disposal against I 


colonial powers which supress their 
aspiration for freedom and inde¬ 
pendence” as protected by interna¬ 
tional law in the United Nations 
charter. 

The Tribunal was significant as 
the first extensive public documen¬ 
tation of the scale and scope of do¬ 
mestic political repression on the 
part of the US government. The Tri¬ 
bunal hearings powerfully revealed 
the fundamental hypocrisy of US 
foreign policy as it is propagated at 
home. Testimony illustrating the 
systematic and institutionalized 
repression of organizations, move¬ 
ments and their leaders working 
within the confines of the US bor¬ 
ders is bound to shatter interna¬ 
tional and domestic perceptions of 
America as the bastion of freedom 
and democratic rights. 

But the Tribunal was more than a 
formal proceeding legitimizing the 
case being brought before the 
United Nations’ World Court. It 
represents the beginning of a proc¬ 
ess of consolidation of disparate 
radical and revolutionary forces on 
the left in North America. These 
sectors are coming together 
through building support for all our 
imprisoned comrades. Amongst 
them, there is a common articulation 
of an approach, strategy and level of 
domestic resistance which the U.S. 
has tried to silence and destroy 
through criminalization, terror and 
the taking of political prisoners. 

Support for political prisoners 
emanating from national liberation 
movements and revolutionary 
struggles at home is an act of defi¬ 
ance in itself. In that sense the Tribu¬ 


nal was a public reclamation of a 
terrain of struggle and a reclamation 
as our own of the individuals who 
have suffered greatly the conse¬ 
quences of directly engaging the 
American machine—who have been 
labelled terrorists, who have been left 
to rot, go crazy or die in prison. 

Finally, the testimony presented at 
the Tribunal was a potent reminder of 
the lengths to which the American 
state, as any state, is willing to go to 
keep itself in power. It showed clearly 
that we must bear this in mind as we 
organize, and begin to build effective 
mechanisms to defend our move¬ 
ments. Domestic counterinsurgency 
has happened before and it will hap¬ 
pen again. Now we must be prepared 
to fight it. 

(The jurists' findings from the Tri¬ 
bunal have not yet been received. 
Ecomedia will publish the results 
when they come in.) 

Getting Involved 

Locally, the Anarchist Black Cross is 
active in support work for political 
prisoners. Contact them at P.O. Box 
6326 Stn. A, Toronto Ontario, M5W 
1P7 for more information. Also check 
out the Prison News Service, an 
excellent bi-monthly newspaper 
available around town or from Bull¬ 
dozer, P.O. Box5052, Stn A, Toronto, 
M5W1W4 


Ecomedia Toronto 


Ecomedia is an international ’wire service' that acts as 
an alternative to regular news services. We focus on 
news and often censored information on autonomous 
and anarchist resistance and analysis of current events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is a local office involved in three 
main projects: a radio show every Wednesday on CKLN 
88.1 FM between 7 and 8 pm on the 'Word of Mouth' 
program; also another radio spot at 12:15 pm Fridays on 
CIUT 89.5 FM; and the bulletin in your hands, published 
bi-weekly and free at locations around the city. Sub¬ 
scriptions are $15/yr (26 issues) mailed monthly to cut 
costs. Order from the address on the front. Make 
cheques or M.O.'s payable to Ecomedia. 








